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Health Care on the Ballot:
Taking On Corporate Greed in Our Health System
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The future of our nation’s health and health care is at stake in this election, 
across the states, for the 119th Congress, and in the White House. Critical 
opportunities are on the line, including addressing how the greed of big 
health care corporations is threatening the health and financial security of all 
families living in America. 

Americans are facing a health care affordability and quality crisis:
	» More than 100 million Americans are saddled with medical debt;1 

	» One quarter of all Americans forgo medical care due to the high cost and struggle to pay for 
needed prescription medications;2 and 

	» One third of Americans indicate that the cost of medical services interferes with their ability to 
secure basic needs like buying groceries and paying rent.

Every American knows that we pay too much for the health care we get, but many don’t 
know WHY. Our nation’s health care affordability crisis is driven by consolidation and price gouging, 
particularly among hospital and pharmaceutical corporations, that has eliminated competition and 
fueled monopolistic pricing that has little to do with the actual cost or quality of care: 

	» Big hospitals and health systems are rapidly buying up smaller hospitals. Health care 
centers, or local doctors offices and consolidating them into big health care corporations and 
jacking up the price of care year after year: 

•	 From 1998 to 2017, more than 1500 mergers between hospitals occurred, with ~40% 
happening between 2010–2015.3

•	 Between 2013 and 2021, the percentage of physician practices that were hospital-
owned rose from 15% to 53%, and the percentage of physicians employed by a hospital 
rose from 27% to 52%.4

•	 From 1990 to 2023, hospital prices grew a staggering 600%, now accounting for nearly 
one-third of U.S. health care spending and growing more than four times faster than 
workers’ paychecks.5
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Requiring 
hospitals 
to provide 

real prices in 
advance, not 

estimates.

Limiting 
outpatient fees 

to the same 
price charged by 

doctors in the 
community.

Preventing 
hospitals from 

engaging in 
business tactics 

that reduce 
competition.

Limiting 
mergers and 
acquisitions.

Making it 
easier for 

generic drugs 
to come to 

market.
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	» Drug manufacturers are increasingly buying up or paying off their competition in order 
to game the U.S. patent system and price gouge our nation’s families for prescription 
medications: 

•	 The vast majority (70%) of drug industry profits now go to only a small number (25) of 
the top prescription drug companies in the country.6

•	 Three-quarters of new patents are for existing drugs. From 2005 until 2015, 5,369 
patents were granted to manufacturers for drugs that already had patents, representing 
74% of all new drug patents.7

•	 Between July 2021 and July 2022, 1,216 drug products had price increases that were 
higher than the inflation rate (8.5%). Some increased by more than 500%.8

	» People are paying the price as families and employers grapple with rising insurance costs 
driven by higher hospital and drug prices: 

•	 The total cost of a family employer sponsored insurance (ESI) plan increased an astounding 
272% in the past two decades, rising from $6,438 in 2000 to $23,968 in 2023.9 

•	 Nearly 90% of large employers say that rising health care costs will threaten their ability 
to provide health care benefits to employees over the next five to 10 years.10

Big health care corporations are gaming the system, leaving patients 
and families to pay the price. Voters on both sides of the aisle agree 
that health care costs are too high, and Washington needs to take 
action to rein in the rampant corporate greed in our health care system. 

93% 85% 75% 74% 88%

There is broad support for a range of policies to lower prices, including:11,12
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Members of Congress should take immediate action to: 

	» Address harmful pricing practices by:

•	 Codifying strengthened hospital price transparency requirements so large health 
care corporations can’t hide their prices and secretly jack up costs for patients, families, 
and workers.

•	 Expanding site neutral payments so people begin paying the same price for the same 
service regardless of where care is delivered. 

•	 Putting in place honest billing reforms to ensure large hospital systems can’t 
overcharge for care delivered in outpatient settings. 

	» Crack down on patent gaming by:

•	 Reining in gaming of market exclusivity to address specific tactics that drug 
companies have used for decades to systematically abuse patent and market exclusivity 
rules to block competition — including by banning patent thickets, product hopping, 
and pay-for-delay schemes.

•	 Ensuring easier access to generic drugs including by stopping drug companies’ 
abuse of citizen petitions before the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) that are often 
used to delay market entry.
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